PREFACE-

THAT moment when an author dots the last period to his
manuscript, and then rises up from the study-chair to shake
its many and bulky pages together is almost as exciting an
occasion as when he fakes a quire or so of foolscap and sits
clown to write the* first line of it. Many and mingled feelings
pervade his mind, and hope and fear vie with one another
and alternately overcome one another, until at length the
author finds some slight relief for his feelings and a kind of
excuse for his hook, by writing a preface, in which he states
briefly the nature and character of the work, and begs the
pardon of the reader for his presumption in undertaking it.

A winter in Kashmir must be experienced to he realised.
The air is most invigorating, and the* quiet is sublime. Even
an ordinarily briny rniKsionnry enjoyH much leisure through

such a season in this beautiful country.

I have now spent two long quiet winters here, and this
"Dictionary of Kashrnirf Proverbs and Sayings5* is the
result of many hours of labour, Btu^y, and anxiety, during
these Icisurable months. As a missionary, on arriving in the
Valley, I at once devoted my attention to the study of the
language; and believing tilt Proverbs taught "the real
people's speech,** discovered "the genius, wit and spirit of a
nation," and embodied its ** current and practical philosophy,5*